as much bound to be particular as to who he let in as a gentleman
in his own house than if they were running a tube railway. But
that isnt my point. What I say is this—and now I'm going to
tell you something you wont believe; but it's true. When I went in
those old days at my own expense, paying for my own travelling,
and thanking the acting manager for my stalls as if he was doing
me a favor, my theatregoing cost me LESS than it does now."
Mr Denbigh tried to look as if he believed it; but his incredulity
was obvious.
"Oh yes it did: dont you make any mistake about it. To begin
with, theyd done away with fees at all the best houses: cloak
room, programs and all. Here I'm blackmailed at every turn: a
shilling for my hat, a shilling for my coat, a shilling apiece for
two programs, a shilling for the lady to powder herself at the
looking-glass in the cloak room, a shilling each for all her wraps,
a shilling for a cup of coffee, and half-a-crown for an ice. Lucky
if you get out of it all for half-a-sovereign!9*
"Weve nothing to do with all that," said Denbigh. "It's all
let out over our heads to a contractor,"
"What's that to me?" said Glossop. "Besides, the standard's
gone up in all sorts of ways. There was a tall man named Irving
used to act Shakespear at the old Lyceum when it was a theatre.
That was a first class no-fee house. Well, when it was over, you
just walked down to Charing Cross station on the District—
smoky hole of a steam railway it was then—and went home to
West Kensington, two shillings out of pocket, perhaps, and
thought youd had a jolly evening. Everybody could afford to
go to the theatre then. But now it always means a supper, with
wine and one thing and another, ending up with an engagement
for Brighton from Saturday to Monday that runs into a lot more.
You know jolly well that your theatres are only touting lobbies
to .your big hotels, arid that every farthing you pretend to give
me here comes back to you with a hundred per cent profit in
your hotel. I know the game better than you do. It was flourish-
ing in the east end long before it came to the west: fortunes were
made in Hoxton out of owning one theatre and ten public houses
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